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Matthews Playhouse of the Performing Arts 
Matthews Playhouse is a community based non-profit theatre committed 
to enriching the lives of children, adults, and families by inviting them to 
participate in the world of performing arts and education. 
 

 

Special Thanks 
Jess Clapper, Garrett Davis, Aisha Dew, Vickie L. Evans, Dr. Corlis Hayes, 
Jessie Hull, Ruth Sloane, Quentin Talley and Sidney Horton (Emcee) 
 

 

Theatre Staff 
Artistic Director…………………………………………….June Bayless 
Marketing Manager…………………………..…………..Marie-Michele Darcy 
Production Manager…………………………….……….Cassie Prodan 
Technical Services…………………………………….….Evan Kinsley 

 
 

At the end of today’s Playwright’s Festival, a winner will be chosen 
by a panel of judges.  The winning play will subsequently be 

produced in its entirety as a fully-mounted production later this 
year (in September 2021) as part of Matthews Playhouse’s 

upcoming season. 
 

We hope that you will join us for this event! 
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Matthews Playhouse of Performing Arts and the African 

American Playwrights Group (AAPG) have joined forces to 

collaborate and expand the Black, Indigenous and People of 

Color (BIPOC) presence in the Matthews area within the 

performing arts. We are excited about this collaboration and the 

bridging of theatrical cultures in Matthews and Charlotte. 

 

www.matthewsplayhouse.com 
704.846.8343 

 

The mission of AAPG is “to provide a 
support system for African-American 

playwrights for education, collaboration, 
and inspiration to produce excellent live 
theater in our communities and abroad.” 

For more information, please visit 
www.vickielevans.com 

 
 

Matthews Playhouse is supported in part by… 

http://www.matthewsplayhouse.com/


 
 

Paulette………….…………..Thomasha Simmons 
Jocelyn……………………..…Geannetta Bennett 
Mahalia………….………..…. Laria Andrews 
 

This is the story about the lives of 3 women and how they faced their 
diagnosis of cancer while being helped along with faith, family, and 
friends. 

 
 
 
 

Virginia………………………..Cecilia McNeill 
Horse………………………….. Jonathon Caldwell 
Marge…………………………. Sharlata Marlin 
Narrator………………………Ericka ‘Morris’ Cornick 
 

Setting: 1978 in Reading PA. 

Raised in a strict Christian household, Virginia decides to take control of 
her life, starting with unlearning everything she was taught how a 
woman should be. I am black, I am proud, I am strong and I am 
woman…respect that! Opting out of her marriage and facing losing the 
house she grew up in due to unpaid taxes are on the brighter side of 
things. Having reservations, she gives in to the idea of starting a 
Speakeasy. That is when all hell breaks loose. Things get worse before 
they get better reigns true, but not before she meets someone who 
loves her for her. 

  
 
 
 

Sir Phillip…………………...Bernard Smith 
Lucile…………………………Diatra T. Langford 
Red-Manning……………..Roderick Garr 
Young Boy………………….De’Ron  
 

Setting: May 30, 1921 
The day leading up to the massacre of “Black Wall Street.” The catalyst 
that ignited the massacre that devastated the Greenwood district is 
revealed and a boarding house owner is revisited by his past. “A man 
has to pay what he owe!” 
 
The day leading up to the massacre of “Black Wall Street”, a 
boarding house owner is revisited by his past. “A man has to pay 

   
 
 
 

David…………………………….….……Paul Douglas 
Montavious……………….……….…..Jeremy Crawford 
Amber………………..………………….Sassy A. Shenefield 
Narrator………………………………..Jason Joseph  
 

Setting: David’s House - Long Island NY, 1997 

David is a forty-eight-year-old man who is on the cusp of 
retirement from the New York City Department of Corrections. 
However, his wife of twenty plus years is divorcing him for a 
variety of reasons. He cheated, stayed out late, and worked nights 
for most of their marriage.  To make matters worse, almost 
immediately after his wife filed for divorce, David “accidently” 
impregnated the mother of his son’s girlfriend! David is struggling 
to find himself and parent without the help of his ex-wife. 

  
 

Ethel Parsons…………….……………….....Ashley Gibson 
Ty Beaumont/Harold Beaumont…..Ryan Fox 
Johnny Amos…………………………………Ryan Green 
Mama Dell………………………………………Angela Duckett  
 

Just as the United States prepares to enter the Great War, a young 
Black girl in the rural South dreams of more than life as a domestic. 
When she falls in love with the son of the wealthy white family her 
grandmother works for, she finds herself caught between a reality 
of racist violence and the refuge of the romantic fantasy she and her 
love have constructed for themselves. As the threat of war abroad 
and racism at home become harder to ignore, she is forced to 
confront the question of love & its power—and what it’s powerless 
against. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

“Cancer: A Love Story” 
Written & Directed by Crystal Joseph 
 

“Love & Justice And Other Fairy Tales” 
Written & Directed by Raven Monroe 
 

“Speak Easy” 

Written & Directed by Rory Sheriff 

“Kings Without A Queen”  
Written & Directed by Kenyatt Godbolt 
 

“Greenwood” 
Written & Directed by Coolidge Harris II 
 


