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Joey Rising
Joey is currently a 6th grader at Northwest 
School of the Arts. He adores acting 
and performing, and has done several 
shows with Matthews Play House (It’s 
a Wonderful life, 101 Dalmations) and 
Theatre Charlotte (Oliver, Beauty & the 
Beast Jr., Seussical Jr.). One of his proudest 
accomplishments is singing a Nashville 
Christmas Carol on the Hallmark Channel. 
He loves music, and has been building 

his collection of vinyl and CDs. When he’s not on stage, he can be 
found riding his bike, jumping on the trampoline, and swimming. 

Amanda Mooney
Amanda is a special education teacher 
at St. Ann Catholic School. She was 
in many performances when she was 
younger, and attributes her reignited 
love of being onstage to her daughter, 
Lilly. She is from Cleveland, Ohio, but 
has lived in Charlotte for nine years. 
In her free time, she likes to spend 
time with her family, which consists 
of her children, Tommy and Lilly, 
her husband, Dave, and their dogs. 

Julianne Mata 
Julianne Mata is a recent graduate 
of Fordham University. She’s been 
acting in Charlotte for a while, and 
has previously been in West Side Story, 
Aida, and Children of Eden at Matthews 
Play House, and Les Miserables and 
Sweeney Todd at the Children’s Theatre 
of Charlotte. Acting isn’t the only form 
of art she enjoys, and she also makes 
her own clothing, crochets, and does 
calligraphy. A fact she loves to brag 

about is that she got to attend an SNL taping while in New York! 



Julia Vanella 
Julia is in the 7th grade at Northwest 
School of the Arts. She was previously 
in The Wizard of Oz Jr., Annie, and 
the Sound of Music at Matthews Play 
House, and in Shrek Jr., Anything Goes 
Jr., and Mary Poppins Jr. at Charlotte 
Prep School. She leads a very active 
life, and enjoys baking, acting, biking, 
cooking, and singing. She even runs 
a YouTube Channel in her spare time!

Sydney Montagna 
Sydney is currently in the 6th grade 
at Crestdale Middle School. Theater 
has been one of her passions since 
she was nine years old. She was 
previously in the Lion King Jr. and 
101 Dalmations at Matthews Play 
House, and in Frozen Jr. at Ballantyne 
Arts. She likes to stay active, so in 
addition to acting, she also likes to 
dance, and enjoys playing basketball. 

Michael Cruz 
Michael is in the 9th grade at Marvin 
Ridge High School. He’s a regular 
here at Matthews Play House, and has 
been in the Lion King Jr., the Jungle 
Book Jr., The Hundred Dresses, and 101 
Dalmations. He was also in Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
and House of Cards at Marvin Ridge 
Middle School. He is in the marching 
band, and can play more than twenty-
five musical instruments. He loves his 
big family, which includes 27 first cousins and a pet corn snake. 



Adi Callaghan 
Adi is a 7th grader at Cuthbertson 
Middle School. She’s been doing 
theater for five years now, and was 
previously in Pinocchio, Stuart Little, 
and Virtual Complaint Department and 
Lemonade at Matthews Playhouse, and 
Peter Pan at Charlotte Latin School. 
Besides theater, Adi also enjoys 
spending time playing guitar, going 
for walks, and going for car rides. 

Claudia Correll 
Claudia is in the 8th grade at Jay M. 
Robinson Middle School and has a 
history with Matthews Play House. She 
was in 101 Dalmations, The Music Man, A 
Walk Down Broadway, and A Christmas 
Carol. She was also in performances 
of Peter Pan and the Little Mermaid at 
Acting Out Studio. With the free time she 
has left over after band, her school’s 
choir, and theater, she likes to read, 

watch Disney movies, and spend time with her friends. One 
fun fact she loves to share is that she was born in Guatemala. 

Olivia Villanueva 
Olivia is a freshman at the Central 
Academy of Technical Arts and has 
been acting for seven years. This 
is her thirteenth production, and 
some of her previous work includes 
101 Dalmations and Pinocchio at 
Matthews Play House, and Unce Upon 
a Mattress, 12 Daze of Christmas, 
and the Little Mermaid at her middle 
school. When she’s not acting, 
she can often be found reading or at cheerleading practice.  


